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With the letter was a diamond brooch, designed
by the Prince Consort, with " Crimea" and
** Blessed are the merciful" on one side, and on
the other an inscription that the brooch was a
present from the Queen for services rendered to the
soldiers. Florence does not seem to have worn
the gift except on one occasion, although the
Queen had written that she hoped Florence would
wear it " as a mark of the high appreciation of
your Sovereign ! "
Towards such tributes, Florence was indifferent.
She felt that she had only done her duty, and it
seemed to her that unnecessary fuss was being
made of her work. She would have preferred
that, instead of gifts and honours, the country had
strengthened her official position. Now that the
fighting was practically over, the military had
prepared a fierce attack upon her. The profes-
sional class knew that an inquiry into the conduct
of the war was inevitable, and may have decided
that Florence, who had seen so much of the mis-
management, must be discredited before she
gave her testimony. But the officials had justi-
fiable complaints against her* She was often
unfair to men who were doing their best under
difficulties, and she had little appreciation of any
system otter than her own. Moreover, it was
bound to cause resentment whoa Florence ignored
the men on the spot and went direct to Herbert
with complaints that could have been remedied
locally - a course, however, into which she was
often forced through the unfrksidliMSS of the